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THE CARIBBEAN LEGION -« LUFERON LANDING

The graup of Central Amarican wilitary adventurers and political
dissidents whick took the name "Coribbean Logion” in 1948 was organi-
ssd by remnants of the so-called % :;eiﬁc ie Libervacion d¢ Ameries
{ELA) which somducted the {ll.dated Cayo Conlltes expetition ﬁt
the Dominiean Ropublic fa 1947,

After that defeat, the cadres wors reformed tn Suatemala a5 the
Ejercito de Lideracion de Costa Riga and in March-Agril 1948 hocame

he deciding factor in the ' Bary action which overthrew the Jicado
goveramaent of that country and lsd to sstablishment of & provisional
government under Jose Figueres,

After the close of the Costa Rican fighting the irrogulars adopted
the mame "Caribbenn Legion.” They wers at the peak of their power,
prestige and (nfluence and their leaders were on fntinate terms with
Figasres and Presidants Arsvalo of Guatemala and #rio Socarrss of
Cuba, With Figueres® blessing headquarters and traiming basus were
established in Costa Rics, Thelir general aim was to sliminate the
Comtral American and Caribhean dictatorships and sstadlish democratic
regimes In their places. The wing of the Lagion which eventually made
headquarters in Guatemals was largely dominated by leaders whe sought
the establishment of & soctalist Central American Union,

The puipesus and motivations of the leadurs snd individual mem -
bard of the Caribhasn Lagisn were sad Bave always been o combination
of ravolutionsry idealiam, political opportunism: and mercesary mili.
wrisre, Communist was net a charactaristic fssture of the Lagion at
any time; thess who revealsd Communiet tendencies or affiliations were
& minerity, and from 1948 onwards & positive anti-Communist current
led te divinlons and contributed to the esventual disorganization and dis-
parsal of the organisation,

The twe principal leaders of the Cuatemalan section of the Lagion,
“General” Miguel Angel Ramires, former eMlef of staff of the Caribbean
Laglon, and Ms wide Jorge Ribas Montes, are still living in Guatemata
but are net known to be engaged is sctive rovelutionsry sater prises,
However, the Nicaragoan revolutionary Frefesser Kdelberte Torres,
aow opsnly pro-Communist, whs headed the leftist facticn of the Legion,
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has baon prominent for soms years as & loadsr and erganiser of pro.
Communist activities in Guatorealan sducational circles, The Mon-
deran revolutionary and notorious pro-Communint, Colensl Francisce
Morasan, formaerly sctive io ths Legion, remaing in s key position in
the Guatemalan Covernment s privite secratary o President Arbens,

Ag recorded in the Resclution sdopted by the Provisionsl CGrgan of
Consultation of the Investigating Committew of the GAS February 21,
1949, “The Government of Costs Rice took the steps that were indls-
pensable s order to avert the existence on s territory of sny organi~
sation whese object might bs conspiracy sgainst the security of the
Nicaraguan Gavarnmant or thoss of ether Amurican States.

"Seme of the persens whe had been dlapersed in Costa Rica
continued their activities in osther countriea of the Caribbesn
nons, Availing themuaelves of the regular facilities for free tram.
sit betwesn Cuba and Guatemala, and making secasional trips te
Mexico uod the United States, they sontinued theix offoris to or-
ganing eupeditions and fighting forcea dostined very shortly to
show themselven dlaponed for s new attempt ot invasion of the
Dominican Repablic,

"Fart of the armament relied spen by the Caye Cenfites con-
spirstcrs and act ssised in its sntirety by the Cuban Gevermnent,
vas evidently incresised by subseguant porchascs aad through
facilities provided by Guatumalan awtheritivs, and was soncen-
trated o Guatemals, whare 1t was loaded on the varicus planes
dentined to take part in the invesion of Jonn 18,

From the Guatemalan base, the Caridbaan Leglon prapared & new
sttack ot the Dominican Rapublie in June, 1949, Early Gusdsy evening,
19 June, two amphidisn aivcrafis, a Cotaling and & Gravas H.1, 096-N,
attempted to lnnd Invasion supplies on the const of Luperon tewnship,
Peovince of Pusrte Flata, Deminican Rapublic. OUne of the twe planes,
suceesdad in landing, but o mixed group of soldiers and toenspeople
killod ail byt one member of the invading party. The weapens and sup-
piies which they ware attempting to lsad included miscsllansoas rifies,
maching guss and armmunition, grenades, TNT, apd medicines,

The Guatemalan governmant subseguently deniad that it bad eny
connsction with this invasion, The Investigating Committes of the CAS
stated, howeves:

e
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“There is proof that the Cataling advcraft. which madsa
water landing nt Luperon, tesk off at the Lago de Inabsl in the
Republic of Guatemaia, The testimeny presented o the Com -
mittes indicates that the delivery of the armamoent and the
proparstion of the sforsmentioned amphiblous plane were
facilitated by military sthoritics at the air base of San Jose

de @m}mﬂm

*The testimony referred o in the lonmnedlately preceding

parsgraph, and sther sources of information, insluding the

- desuments of the Inter~American Prace Committes, afford

© wvidemes that the planss of Mexicas commarcial registry, XA-
HOS {Co47) and XB-HUB {C-44), which later (on June 18) landed
on Menloan territery, were likewise outfitied and made resdy
ot the San Jose Military Alr Dase in Qustemala, wader the super-
vislon of the Chisf of the Cuatemalan Aly Ferces,
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"It is slear that Guatermalan awthoritics Incilitated and por-
mitted continucus and (llegel sctivities as ragards traffic in
arms and passage of planss, It {» Hkewise a fact that the revolu-
tionnry Isaders, Eufemie Yernander (Cudan), Juan Rodrigues and
Miguel Angsl Ramires {Duminicans), Migusl Francisce Morsssn
{Henduran), and many others identified with the illicis activities,
enjoyed privilsges and facilities that were halpful in the prepara-
tions for the Luperon attack, The alorementionsd Eufemic Fernandes,
who playsd snt active part at Caye Confites and who (according to hs
own statements) was not connectod a8 the time with any official
post, appesrs &s an outstanding lesder of the invasion of June 1949,
In May 1949, a momh prior to the Lupsron incident {so hie tosti-
mony runs), e resigned fram Ms post as Chief of the Cubss
Searel Police, although the informatien furnished by the Cuban
suthorities indicates that the xsid resignation was submitted on
April 1, 1948, Ths Commitiac bas o additional taforcation
regarding the acceptance of the resignation or the appointroent
of & titular substitute,

“The Guatemslan Army planes, T+1 and T-2, which wore
linked with the antempied invasion, and slsc the two planss
{C =46 and C-47) of Murdcan commercial reglutry, whish were

wia
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carryiag aymamont and enpeditionary forces, made & landing
o Mexlcan territory, The twe planes lust named, together
with the persons traveling in them, wore officially detained by
wax ssined, :

"The Gevernmant of Mexice bas supplied the Committes
with & Het of the persons dotained snd with & copy of the inven-
tory of the armament, the latter now belng in the custedy of
Masican military authorities, *

Saveral Spanish fepudlican sxiles, some of s hnown Comone
nists, were among the membders of the expedition who were detained
in Mexieo, The Guatemmlan Foreign Minlster, the iate Enrigue
Munos Mesny, made special efforte te obtain their velonse,

- Thae CAS Tavestigating Commities further reported that during
its stay in the Deminican Repudblic, the Committer “had an opportenity
to inspect the armament conflacated at Luperon by the Domintean
sutboritics, This srmament lncludes fiftesn 45-calibrs Relaing sub-
machine guns (Model 50), whoss sorlal numbers covrespond eanstly
to these of precisely the same guantity of weapons acquired in the
United States by as agent of the Cuatemalay Government and cuported
in January 1949 with the Guatemalen Ministry of Defense as their
destination. The numbers of these sub-muchine guns {which bave bean
duly chachod] are as follows: 110877, 110917 111331; 112403; 1130863
m:gm 1105273 131334; 1101955 113989, 113663; 112278; 111944, 110408°
109038, ,

“The rermsinder of the srmament, made up of hetersgenccus
elemants, could Bave come from what was left of the armament
formearly at the disposal of e Cayo Confites cotspirators, or
from materisl scquived later,

"Iremebistely after the events at Laupuren, part of the arms.
want destined for the sforeshid invasion rematned is CGuatemals,
for undetermined reasons, This armament, which was trans~
parted first from the San Juse alr bass to & pudlic bulldng in
Guatanala City, was later deposited in & residencs o the shese
of Laks Amatitisn,

. ™
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“When the military uprising of Jaly 1949 beoks oot in
atenials, shortly aler the assassination of Colonel Arsas,
Mr, Eulomio Farnandes made & non-stop flight freon Habana
ok & plane that carried cartaln war materials designad to
assist in suppressing the uprising, Several Guatensalan offi.
<ials were axiled an & vesult of the tnsurrection, and weye
_taken from Guatermals te Habana in & Comapania Aviatecs plane,
woder the custody of Messrs, iufumio Fernandon and ifiguel
Francisco Morasss, Soth of whon: wera vetoruns of the vevolu.
e onsry operations In he Caribbeas aras,

“AL the Banchs Boysres alrpert, the abovementioned offi.
cials were hunded over to Mr. Lrundinc Vilels Pena, Acting
Chief of the Seerat Follee of Cuba, and comducted to the Motel
HSam Laaly, the Coban headgunrters of the Domintcan sxiles,
wwned by Mr, Crus Alonse, whers they rematned for soms
thone under goard,

Thers was cpen ovidoncs Ia Suatemals which stromgly sapported
the conclusions of the CAS Committes regarding Cuatemalas official
and semd-official aid to the Cazibbeais Legion, Gualemalas sraed
forces squigment and ssrvices, (ncluding wee of the Guatumalen Alr
Forcs, appavently were mode svatlable to the Legion, Menbers of
the Leglon were maintained on ceriain Goverament Intervened Farms

jraxads and Tecun Uman which were put uader Quatymalan’
atd uscd by the Leglon, Accurding to the Sudings of the CAS Comae
mittes, “in the course of 85 denunciations the Demintcan Republic
kas raforred rapoatedly to the vensels Patricls snd Alicla, which ware
anchored in Cubun waters during the Luperon imcidest, Ths Compania
Maritime Indoamericans {sstablished on June 11, 1949), whose Prasic
dent and one of whose three stockholders fs Mr, Crus Alomss, solé thess
vesasls on September 24 of the same year to Lic, Rivardoe Castansds
Poganini, Miaister Plenipotentiory of Quatensala in Cubs, whe was
scting in he nerae of the Executive of his country and as » repressntative
of ths Guatswmalen Govermment, N skould be noted that it was My, Crus
Alonss for whom » landing bavge, the Fatris, wes destined, when its
expert licamse was reveked by the United States Governmont is August
1947, upon discavery of the fact that the said barge was destined for the
Caye Conlites revolutionuries, :

e
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*The vessels Pateicin wad Allela salled from Hibana to
Pusrtc Barrios, where ose of them snchored on November 27,
1949, and the other on November 38, waday the now %ﬁl’ﬁi
Podre de Alvarsdo for the beat that arrived firet and Tegus Uman
{ar the vae that arrived on Novembar 30,

“Daciarations made by the respective Captains siats that at
the thme whan those vessels were visited by the Commities,
their crews ware entirely of Cuban nationslity, which is slso
the astionality of the aforesaid Cajptains, The vezsels ars ander
the charge of the Guatemalan Minlstry of Communications which
takes oare af malutesance ewpeases and pays the wages of the
rews,"”
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THE CARIBBEAN LEGION

The tangled story of the Caribbean Legion involves individuals
and governments in all of the Central American and Caribbean Repub.
Ues, Guatemala, for esample, was no more a prime mover in the
revolutionary events of 1949 than was Cubs, Jose Figueres, now
President of Costa Rica, first achieved office with the help of the
Legion, Two points of significance st the present time, however,
appear to set the case of Guatemals apurt from these of the other
countries concerned,

The first lies in the fact that the pro-Communist leadersbip which
appeared as a minority element in the Legion during 194749 is the
only leadership which bas retained influence in Guatemals, These
fermer noni-Communist officers of the Legion who still reside in
Guatemala ssem to be lving on slender means and to be inactive
pelitically, The former pro-Communint leaders of the Leglon, on
the other hand, such as Morasan and Torres, are recipients of
favor and privileges from the Guatemalan gevernment,

Morasan, =s iz well known, was one of the assassing of Colonel
Franclsco Javier Arans, Chief of the Armed Forces, Colonel Arana
was an opponent of Communism and just prior to his assassination :
was yeported as about to opes an investigation of the charges that Guate«
malan defense funds and facilities had been given tc the Caribbesn
Leglon, Units of the Legion were used by the Guatemalan Goverament,
along with regular military forces, to suppress the incipient revolt
which flared up a5 a reacticn to the ambush and asssssination of Arana,
The plot against Arana's life was widely known, and the Dominican
radio lssusd warnings to Arvana regarding it, President Arevalo ap-
pears to Rave bedn cognizant of the plan to check Arana's activities,

It is ot cortuin that Colencl Arbenz, then Minister of Defense, was

& party to the plot, but the incident put a cloud over his candidacy and
election as President, and whether of his own will er not, Arbens

has bad Colonel Morasan at his side, an fatimate pavtner to all his
acts as President, from that time onward, The sther principsl author
of the ssssssination, Envigue Martines Esteves, has been aqually
close,. '

The second point of signficance in the prosent situation of Guate~
mala vig-aevis the Caribbean Legion, as compared with other countries,

Approved For Release 1999/08/24 : C;I?AfRDP78-02771R000500470002-1



Approved For Release 1999/08/%78-02771 R000500470002-1

Hes in the fact that Guatemals sppears to be the oaly sne whose govern-
ment continues any form of direct support to these irregulars, ale
though it is clear that whatever organization still sxists is tenuous

and internationally wnbmwportant, For the sake of comparison, however,
it may be noted that President Jose Figures of Costa Rica and his
frisnd Romule Betsncourt, the ex-President of Venesucla, appear to
have broken with the military revolutionarists. While still advocating
the replacement of Caribbean dictatorships by more democratic
goveruments, they appsayr to have broken with the military and to be
striving for their objectives through political means, The current
revolutionary efforts of ex-President Prie Socarras of Guba against

the Bastista goverament embrace seme former elements of the
Cartbbean Leglion but remain predominantly an affair of Cuban politics
without invelvement of sther governments,
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